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tn°cLrOo^^?;:  vfrgini:  ""^^^ITt-X  ocoaaio«  to  visit  tho  Court  Kou.o 
the  County  Cl^r.  aa^f  ^»tor  pap.ralrtL'^ou^VH"  "*«'^?,  ^'^^^^  l"<i  ol 

been  suocosarul  In  obijalniniz  oho  outfit-  oinoe  ma_l..^  tno  copy  have 

nents,  which  wore  orlclnallf  p^-t  of  tho  f^l^     .  ^"iT  °J  "^^olns  docu- 

mentloned  papers,  I  reod        Sillf  J.  tJll    J^.l^^  °^  Poruslng  the 

caaa  said  ^aiUak  {D^ff  )  Tr:nTtronl  Lm**,  f  Def onda.  t  In  the 

of  the  newspaper  not  mentl^od     °fl'ch  otaLl  tho^fi'"?"  ''  "r"^P'>  «^ 
Illinois  Which  la  the  first  to™  Ea"t  of  nr.lnia  ^Un°^^  ""^^^ 
the  Clroiilt  Clerk  &  Recorder  nf  rn„o  r„     »xrglnla,  xlllnoia.  Incldon taXly, 

lives  in  A3hla-,d.  I  inTirti  of  Mr!  ColSn^'lf  hi'  '""^  ' 

.     burled,  to  which  Collins  answered  ^ha?  hi  ^,i      I  f"*"  ''^^^  '"'"'^fons  vaa 
not  burled  in  Ashlmd.  AftoTir^vlns  L    CoinL  ^tT^  ""^^ 
Court  House,  It  was  mv  daslro^^  C-oiilno  at  the  aoova  riontionod 

of  the  sald'Armstron^  I  Inm  ItL        -In^    °  ^r""  Intornent 

be  buried.  Unfortunately  nronolo:^^  ?^  lllflolltT.:t''lt 

Armstrong  was  burled.  After  several  r^nthnS?  ^?^  ,         -'-^  *''^''ro 

a  practicing  Attorney  in  PotorlbL^^  Sol^^      -i  fj-""^ '  <=•  ^"^^^^ 

of  interiaont  of  ArmatronV  an^h^^L     ^        J,"**  search  for  tho  place 

was  interred.  PlnSi;rof/Sty^.Jr-"'"r.'J??^^°*°  ^""^^  "i^^^"  '^otrong 

field,  Illinois  he  paid  a  vlolt  toV-^  H^^*u  ?  hpponed  to  b«  in  Sprlnr;- 

the  Illlnoia  Stats  Hiatoriln  a^d  L  l«o  ^^od  Jt  ^-  "l  ""f?^?? 

Armstrong  was  buried.  Dr.  Pr-'St  tnl^  r  1^  ?f-  "n^"  "iiors 

then  recSlvod  a  XetXer  Yroi  'utho'-  "n^"^?^"  ^"""J  I 

Pratt  and  ho.  (Luthor)  arwoll "a^  nv^'ol?       ^  «^  Doctor 

to  find  tho  .Irave  of  Armstrong.  L  ?ho"u^o?of''*?9«'?^''"^??' 

Of  ono  Lyle  Diokoy  Uatkina  that  ho  u^^o"^1d  iLl  ^t  ^  '""'^ 

a  cenietery  at  tho  tovm  of  Eaaton  vhi^h  Ic  5e  Arcstrona  waa  burled  In 

town  of  Potersburs.  One  Sunday  ?howJi tor  Son"  tf  -^-'-C"''*?-""'  °^ 

Armstrong  and  i«."i"ras  to'  rho^i^S&i?/°"°?  °f 

were.  After  locatinr^  the  Enaton  rnmrs^^,-,^  -?    J  t^-o  co,-noterlea 

burled  thc-ro,  I  ucnt  to  tL  V  aLor^rSrLrCofo?^'"^  Ar^trong  wa.  not 

search  for  the  /rrave  In  ouorM  nn      f v,     ?      Comotory  and  nado  an  oritonaivo 
man  cc.o  Into  l^l  loraeleT^^^^^  thl«  co.atory!  a 

Arr.strong  vas  buried.  The  i^?n  ?ola  L  h     t^^"  ^^^^^^^        ^^^w  uhoro 

Tor  49  years  and  nov^r  hLr^  of        Ir-^'-.^^  ''^f''"^  cornot.ry 

Olid  he  a«:ld  that  the  name  Wm  A^'-ron^  ^-^^^^nod  who  Ar:nr>tron^  L« 

rc-uouo  trlo.l  and  ho  atlll  insirtcd  th?-        ^^""""^  ^  ^^ntionod^the 

mentioned  Lincoln  and  asked  if  hfknor'lnnni  rr         ^        Arnatrong.  I  thon 
our  Prealdont  ono  tino.  I  L^o  tL  Si^^io  of  .1  ^"^'  ^^ 

tlrao  on  the  atrength  of  the  man's  rer^l  ^nnH  ^J^^^S  up  th^  soarch  at.  this 
Ir^an  aDanooned  bridge  which  cro^oB     nl  /      ^^''^  ^"^""^'^^^Z  lojt  end  crosa- 
moat  wont  t^i^ough  tho  brldao    l  l    L        ^^g'^^"  ^^ivor,  tmd  by  tho        I  al- 
after  talking  with  tL  a-iove\in^- o^'of^  Ye3to.4ay,  K./ 28t^, 

insisted  frr  t  Annatrong  bx  ^       ?r  I f      ^^""^^  Saturd,ay  ni,ht  who  atill 

writer  won-,  to  Easton  Lain  in  a^a-nh  ^T^l  T""'^^'  ^^^^on,  L.,:hor  and  tth 
m  Eaaton  of  two  gontlcmon  by  the  ff  pL "k^"^  An^.trc^e.  '^o  in.-iairod 

whether  they  know  v/hiore  Arinatron^         ^      /^^'^S''  ^^"^  broth.^rc  to 

Sanuolc  Who  told  ua  that  n^o  vao^are  thlt^;  ^^'^  ^«^-rrod  u.  to  ono  Ina 
Grove  Ccnetory,  however    If  we  vor    n.^        Ar.-.atrong  wna  buried  i-^  ihj  Walker' 
Inqui.o  of  the  Grcx^dlon  of  wrArLi   '^o  '  ^«  ^'i^dinj  i         .  ,icht 

ai^a,  Illinoio.  Wo  wer^toL  too  that         Zlv^''''''''^Jf^''''^  '^^"^  ~-  i^^^v- 
Armotrong,  the  daughter  of  U^Arma^onr  !  J  ^^^'f  °i  ^^^^^^^^-^  -^^"^^^^ 

Luther  uid  tho  wriLr  finally  won?  to^'- Wa^kL?^  V'^^^  -'^•^  ' 

a  search  located  the  a  torn  at  tho  "^^^  Wnlkor»a  Orovo  Ccmotory  imd  after 

no  doubt  on.  plaood  there  by  the  \~  At  L    I  ^"T"  Armotrong  which  la 

or  the  i^obollion  and  waa  glJon  a  r  ']^^^^^^''''''^  ^"  ^^''^  War  I 

Llr-coln.  Th-,ro  was  placed  al  on/flTr^  n?  .^    ?^''^^^  ^^^'"^^ 
^^ouot  ^iaceu   there  aiao  by  aomo  I'  At  .l.  tl  f ^«  Anoric  ..^,,,,0 

03  followa,  V/m  Annatrong  -  ?o  C  ^o^t?;         VoL  Jn^  I''"  *  ^^'^  ^««<3»tono  r^^ds 

Thua  endotn  the  record  co  far  aa  tho  ao -,i*<ss;:^ 

la  concerned.  ao.<ji^<yor  the  grave  of  :Jtrong 


3\iinn;;  :who  Jis:  ft  LiiicQln  j^cholar, 


vifcitel  aeai'd^town.  toda  to  get 
some  *infortnat;i«)n.  about  t.l\e  re- 
eiiactiiient  of  Itbe  Duff ^^rinatrong 
trial  ,May  5,  alid  6  at,  the  Beards-: 
i;;!t7n  jHigh, 'school  auditorium.  ' 
;  He;  pJl^na  tp  be  here  to  see  the 
trial  'anay  ahis.ea.;-'Do  .  you  Know 
where.  P\#r.A^iistvong  is  buried?" 

I'eceiVirig  a  negative  reply  althpiigli 
Willit^l  'P^^f^  Arms».r:'ng's  life 

inade.  fair.:QiJ£('hy  Li 
'Of  -his'  friend/  •'•v--''''^"  ''■ '  ,': 
'-■  Mr.  'Selpfewas.  Quiioxt*^hCugri',:tc>/ 
make  ■  gi,n .  Investigatiou  -  and  says' 
that  puff  Armstrong  is  buried  in 
a  ccnietery'^t^  Easfcop,  111.  He  vis- 
ited tl^j  /ceuieLory.'  and  saw  the  | 
■  gr^iv«^^;'  ' 
^  _Sei»p .  js..  a    pie&entiiilviji-xit  the^ 
American  Biiide^-y  ;and  Supply  Co.' 
of  Mi^ineapoib.  Minn.,  and  recon- 
c(itionsi  county  records.  Having 
v/orkcd  on  records  at  many  court-' 
houses  in  thi^' area,  he  became  in- 
tfrreated "  in  -liincoln-  history.  :ahd 
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]yir.  R,  Gerald  McJ'Iurtry 

910  West  Hmdisill  Boulevard 

Fort  Wajme,  Indiana  -  4^807 

Lear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

A  couple  of  daya  ago  I  wrote  to  you  and  enclosed  something 
which  I  thought  might  be  of  interest  to  you.  Today,  I  write  again,  having  found 
something  which  I  also  believe  could  be  of  interest  to  you.  I  don't  Icnow  whether 
or  not  you  have  caught  up  with  me  as  yet,  however,  when  I  dig  into  something  of 
an  historical  nature,  I  always  endeavor  to  follow  through  to  a  conclusion.  Such 
is  the  case  with  the  attached  sheet  which  is  self  explanatory. 

You  will  note  please,  as  you  read  the  attached  sheet  that  one 
J,  C.  Luther,  an  attorney  practicing  in  Petersburg,  Illinois  inquired  of  the  now 
deceased  Lr,  Harry  Pratt  as  to  where  v/illiam  "Luff"  Armstrong  v/as  buried.  The  good 
doctor  Pratt  could  not  give  Luther  any  information.  Sometime  later,  I  had  a  talk 
with  Lr,  Pratt  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  where  Armstrong  was  buried  and  I  got  the 
same  "I  don't  know"  from  Lr,  Pratt,  v/hen  Lr,  Pratt  told  me  this,  I,  in  a  joking 
way,  said,  what  kind  of  a  State  Historian  are  you?  I  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
Armstrong  trial  was  one  of  Lincoln's  most  famous  cases  "The  Almanac  Trial"  and  I 
v;as  not  satisfied  so,  I  then  set  out  on  a  one-man  expedition  to  find  the  grave  of 
Armstrong  which  of  course  is  explained  in  the  attached. 

Of  coirrse,  being  somewhat  of  a  stinker  and  never  having  taken 
Dale  Carnegie's  course  in  How  to  Make  Friends  and  Influence  People,  1,  by  the  same 
token,  meet  people,  ask  so  many  questions  that  instead  of  influencing  them,  I  more 
or  less  irritate  them,  I  dig  in  too  deep  at  times,  hoveveXf  most  of  the  tim.e  I  get 
answers.  To  me.  History  is  not  History  unless  it  is  well  documented.  Really,  how- 
ever, I  do  have  a  lot  of  fun  and  most  of  the  time  I  do  get  results,  I  am  the  one 
v:ho  got  into  the  hair  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  Petersb\n?g,  Menard  County, 
after  I  had  been  up  to  Sand  Ridge  where  Ann  Rutledge  was  originally  interred  and 
the  cemetery  looked  like  a  jungle  along  the  Amazon  River,  Well,  I  finally  got  the 
board  to  add  a  bit  to  the  tax-roll  for  cleaning  up  the  burial  grounds  in  Menard 
County  and  you  can  now  go  to  these  grave  yards  and  really  see  the  cleared  ground 
and  see  the  grave  stones  and  monuments,  I  understand  that  several  counties  have 
followed  suit  since, 

I  enclose  too,  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  article  which  is  self  ex- 
planatory, I  send  all  these  things  to  you  believing  perhaps  they  may  be  something 
wMch  you  may  not  have.  Oh,  there's  more  that  I  have  gathered  through  the  years 
which  I'll  send  to  you  when  I  can  get  around  to  it. 


regards 


In  the  meantime,  1  hope  I  haven't  bored  you.  Best  wishes  and 
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Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  -  468O7 
Dear  Mr,  MoMurtry: 

On  August  22nd,  I  wrote  to  you  and  sent  a  sheet  telling 
about  my  finding  the  grave  of  V/illiam  (Duff)  Armstrong,  the  defendant  in 
Lincoln's  famous  Almanac  Case.  At  the  time  of  discovery  of  the  grave  of 
Amstrong,  I  took  some  pictures,  however,  I  did  not  send  them  to  you  at 
the  time  I  vn:ote  to  you  in  August,  Enclosed  herev/ith  are  three  pictures  of 
Armstrong's  grave.  You  will  please  note  that  on  the  one  picture,  I  have  put 
an  arrow  at  the  bottom  of  the  picture  pointing  to  Armstrong's  grave  stone. 
It  is  the  4th  stone  from  the  left. 


As  mentioned  in  my  discovery  sheet,  there  a.re  two  cem- 
eteries in  Easton,  Illinois  a.nd  they  are  the  Easton  Cemetery  and  the  Walk- 
er's Grove  Cemetery,  Armstro]^  is  buried,  or  rather  was,  buried  in  the  Wal- 
ker's Grove  Cemetery,  I  thought  you  might  like  to  have  this  discovery  com- 
plete which  you  now  have,  ina.smuch  as  you  have  the  pictures  as  well  as  my 
sheet  telling  of  the  discovery. 


As  you  no  dou.bt  know,  Armstrong  was  given  a  medica-1  dis- 
charge from  the  Army  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  You  will  note  please,  that 
on  Armstrong's  grave  the  stone  is  of  Military  Type  and  8.t  the  time  I  took 
the  photographs,  an  American  Flag  was  along  side  the  stone,  no  doubt  having 
been  placed  there  by  some  I'lilitary  Organization, 
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